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SKETCHES OF WONDERLAND, byOlinD. 
Wheeler, is an illustrated brochure pub- 
lished by Mr. Charles S. Fee, of the North- 
ern and Pacific Railroad. It describes a land of 
rolling plains, boundless grain fields, lofty 
mountains, Alpine lakes, mining camps, Indian 
life, thriving villages, growing cities and track- 
less forests, penetrated by the Northern Pacific 
Railroad. The book is mailed to any address for 
six cents, by addressing Charles S. Fee, General 
Passenger and Ticket Agent, Northern Pacific 
Railroad, St. Paul. 

The Season for March is one of the best issues 
and contains many suitable and pretty cos- 
tumes; Plate 1,097 shows two handsome 
evening and reception toilettes, giving new de- 
signs and pretty combinations of new materials 
with the very latest coiffeur for evening dress ; 
Plate 1,098 shows street and home costumes in 
cloth with fur, andhandsomeappliquetrimmings. 
Over one hundred handsome illustrations for 
ladies' and children's garments are shown in 
shown in this number, while the art work is of 
many and varied designs in lace work, crochet, 
embroidery, knitting, scorch work, Berlin, and 
some quaint and curious arrangements for the 
home decorations, which will especially recom- 
mend it to all ladies who love to make home 
beautiful. No house should be without The 
Season, and mothers should see to it that their 
daughters are provided with this very valuable 
book. 

THE second and final volume of The Stand- 
ard Dictionary has reached us, and a 
careful examination of the work as a 
whole compels us to state that the enterprising 
publishers have conferred upon the English- 
speaking peoples of the world an inestimable 
gift, whose true value can only be fully appreci- 
ated by a careful study of these two magnificent 



volumes. Notwithstanding the rapid multipli- 
cation of dictionaries of the language in late 
years, there still remained a position to be occu- 
pied midway between the earlier single volume 
dictionaries that were simply catalogues of 
words, and*The Century Dictionary, which is to 
a large extent an encyclopedia of bulky propor- 
tions. The Standard Dictionary is neither too 
scant in its definitions on the one hand, nor too 
compendious on the other, while at the same 
time it is the latest and most comprehensive in 
its vocabulary of all dictionaries hitherto pub- 
lished. A vast deal of information would have 
to be omitted if the dictionary were contained in 
a single volume, and on the other hand its be- 
ing limited to two handy volumes presents a 
too great diffusion of treatment, wherein the 
word one is in search of is apt to be buried in a 
philosophical essay. More than 200 specialists 
have been engaged on the work for a period of 
five years, the cost of the work being nearly one 
million dollars. Owing to the marvelous devel- 
opment of the arts and sciences new terms are 
being constantly invented, which, of course, are 
not contained in the dictionaries already pub- 
lished. Consequently, in this respect alone the 
latest published dictionary that is mindful of the 
progress of the language must necessarily be the 
most valuable. The Standard Dictionary con- 
tains 75,000 words more than The Century, 
100,000 more than Webster's and 150,000 words 
more than The International. It gives a com- 
plete and accurate statement of the most ad- 
vanced knowlege in the orthography, pronunci- 
ation, meaning and etymology of words, and the 
meaning of idiomatic phrases in speaking and 
literature of the English language. This is 
done in the light of the most recent advances in 
knowledge, and every statement is authoritative 
and is presented in the readiest possible form for 
popular use. 

The copiousness of the information given in 
the case of certain words is surprising, and one 
feels on examining the pages of the work that 
he is face to face with one of the greatest 
efforts of human intellect and enterprise. The 
tendency toward the simpler form of spelling in 
many of our frequently used words is recognized 
in the elaboration of the work, and place has 
been given to the three thousand five hundred 
words to which the American Philological Asso- 



ciation and the American Spelling Reform Asso- 
ciation, in common with the Philological Associa- 
tion of England, recommend the immediate 
application of the principles of spelling reform. 
The treatment of synonyms and antonyms is a 
step in advance of any dictionary. 

In the superb quality of its illustrations the 
Standard is without a rival. Those scattered 
throughout the text are of the highest style of the 
wood-engraver's art, and add much to the beauty 
of the pages as well as the explanation of the 
words. There are also interspersed through the 
work a large number of lithographic plates which 
are gems of the color printer's art. There are 
plates representing the flags and coats of arms of 
all nations, the different orders of personal deco- 
ration, familiar flowering plants, and plates ablaze 
with the color of gems and the rainbow splendor 
of the sola'r spectrum. A chart of typical colors 
will be found extremely valuable in determining 
the exact hue to which a given name is employed, 
which is a matter of impossibility without some 
such standard of reference, for it is a well-known 
fact that the same name is frequently given to 
as many as twenty different colors. Of greater 
value even than the color chart is the table of 
colors given under the word "spectrum," in which 
the composition of almost every color known to 
art and colors is given, and anyone in search of 
the component colors necessary to make, say.per- 
venche (a dark purple) and praline (a dull pink), 
to mention only two of the hundreds of colors 
given, can easily discover the exact proportions. 

As an example of The Standard's definition of 
words, its treatment of the word "art " is a com- 
prehensive, consistent, and exhaustive exposition 
of the word as relating (1 ) to skill in accomplish- 
ing a purpose; {2) to products of artistic con- 
struction, distinguishing esthetic or fine arts, or 
the arts of beauty, from the trades, or useful arts, 
on the one hand, and the industrial arts on the 
other that engage the skill of the artisan. The 
fine arts are classified into (1) the free, whose ob- 
ject is to create form for its own sake, and (2) the 
dependent, whose object is to create form which 
will minister to utility. The Standard Dictionary 
(in two volumes), full morocco, $22; full russia, 
$17; half russia, $15, In one volume, full moroc- 
co, $18; full russia, $14; half russia, $12. Pub- 
lished by Funk & Wagnalls, Lafayette place, 
New York. Sold exclusively by subscription. 
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